
Julie Long has been our pre-

school director for the past 

two years. When asked what 

attracted her to ACS she 

responded, òI had friends 

with children that attended 

and they absolutely loved 

it.ó  She also likes the small 

school environment. 

Julie earned both a BA and a 

BS in college. She received a 

BA from Upper Iowa Uni-

versity with a major in Early 

Childhood Education and 

certification to teach PreK-

3rd grade and a BS from 

Northwest Missouri State 

University with a major in 

Family Environmental Sci-

ences and certification in 

Child Care Administration. 

Julieõs previous work ex-

perience includes teaching 

preschool at Iowa Methodist 

Medical Center, teaching 

Kindergarten in Johnston 

Public Schools, and teaching 

preschool in her home. 

Julieõs efforts awarded our 

preschool with a QRS rating 

of four this summer out of a 

possible rating of five.  

She says teaching preschool 

is rewarding in many ways. 

She especially enjoys listen-

ing to the children as they 

retell the Bible stories they 

have learned. òI love to see 

the children get so excited 

about learning. Last fall, the 

kids were able to watch a 

caterpillar change into a 

Monarch butterfly, it was 

great!ó  

Julie canõt wait to start the 

upcoming school year. In 

August, ACS will add Child 

Care to the Preschool Pro-

gram. There are openings in 

both programs. Please call 

the office if you are inter-

ested in enrolling.  

Meet our Preschool Director  

Welcome our new Development Director ñCoby Wells  
community event called 
òGrow with Usó which was 
held at the school on May 
14th. She and several parent 
volunteers transformed the 
school into a living garden.  
The students also partici-
pated in getting ready for 
this event by decorating the 
hallways with handcrafted 
flowers.  There was lots of 
food, fellowship and fun had 
by all!   It was a very success-

ful recruiting event.  

 Coby received her Bachelor 
of Arts degree from the Uni-

versity of Oklahoma with a 
major in communications. 
After graduation, she 
worked in a variety of mar-
keting roles in Oklahoma 
and Louisiana. 

ACS feels blessed to have 
Coby with all her gifts on 
staff. We are so blessed with 
her willingness to share her 
gifts with the school.  

Welcome Coby! 
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We are so pleased to wel-
come Coby and her family to 
ACS.  She will be working 
with the Ames Chamber of 
Commerce along with major 
employers in the area to 
make sure the school is rec-
ognized as an educational 
alternative in the Ames area. 
Coby will be dedicating most 
of her time to recruitment of 
new students.  Last spring, 
Coby organized her first 
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The chapel theme this school 

year was òPutting on the Full 

Armor of Godó.  The students 

studied the Bible verses from 

Ephesians 6:10-18 which explains 

the full armor of God.  They 

learned that God fought battles 

for those in need years ago and 

that He still helps us fight spiri-

tual battles that we are faced 

with every day.  

The children culminated their 

year of learning about Godõs ar-

mor with their spring musical 

production of the Biblical story of 

David and Goliath (plus a sprin-

kling of humor). The musical was 

directed by music teacher, Laura 

Gardner.  The story was told 

through the actors, narrators, and 

songs sung by preschool students 

and kindergarten -fifth grade stu-

dents.  At the end of the pro-

gram, the kindergarten through 

fifth grade classes recited from 

memory Ephesians 6:10-18. 

After the program, families, 

friends and students enjoyed 

cookies and punch at a reception 

in the churchõs foyer. A big thank 

you goes out to Michele Gute for 

organizing this reception and to 

the generosity of  Stonebrook 

Community Church in Ames for 

allowing us to use their facility.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The kindergarten through fourth 

grade children were divided into 4 

teams.  The team captains were the 

fifth grade students.  The teams com-

peted in four events: kick ball, tee 

ball, baton relay race and banana 

Mrs. Jensen, the physical education 

teacher, couldnõt have picked a 

more beautiful day for the ACS 

Field Day.  It was a bright and 

sunny day on Thursday, May 27th. 

The children were ready to get busy 

and have some fun the day before 

school dismissed for summer break. 

relay race.  The banana relay race 

required the last person on the team 

to eat the banana at the finish! 

After the competition, the students 

gathered in the multi -purpose room 

for cool drinks and snacks.  The 

teams were then awarded with 

prizes for the most organized, most 

encouraging, best sportsmanship 

and most wipe -

outs. 

It was a great 

way to end a 

F A N T A S T I C 

school year! 

ôThe Slingshot Heard Round the Worldõ 

Summer Olympics at ACS  
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Ben Carlson as Goliath 

and James Gute as David. 

The cast of the spring musical. 

The children honored Mrs. Gardner 

by giving her a plant at the conclu-

sion of the program. 


